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Environment And Wildlife Film Festival In Pondicherry 



Oct 8th, 2014 & Krishnaveni llanthirayan 




The first film festival and forum on 
environment and wildlife, "CMS 
Vatavaran 2014" is being conducted in 
Pondicherry by the Centre for Media 
Studies (CMS) Delhi, in collaboration 
with Forest and Wildlife department 
Pondicherry. The 6th travelling edition 
of the film festival covers five cities 
starting with Pondicherry from 
October 7th- 12th. The theme of this 
year's festival is mainstreaming 
biodiversity conservation at different 
levels to promote living in harmony 



with nature. 



The film festival, apart from screening films on environment and its related issues, both Indian and 
International, also has a host of other activities including a one day film making workshop at the 
Pondicherry University, panel discussion on 'Climate change and human wildlife interaction', nature 
trail, beach cleaning and slogan writing competition, green marathon on biodiversity theme. CMS 
Vatavaran 2014 has events planned across 18 venues including Pondicherry University and several 
schools and restaurants as prominent locations. 

"Puducherry - Auroville CMS VATAVARAN is a people's festival on biodiversity to enhance 
understanding, appreciation and shift in attitudes about the natural world and its conservation 
through films and forums" says P N Vasanti, Director General, CMS. 

The Puducherry - Aurovillle CMS Vatavaran was inaugurated on October 7 by Thiru T Thiagarajan, 
hon'ble Minister of Forest, Science, Technology and Environment in the presence of Mr.N Bhaskara 
Rao, Chairman, CMS, Mr. Maninder Singh, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forest, Govt. 
Of India, Dr. V. Candavelou, IAS, Secretary, Science, Technology and Environment, Govt. Of 
Puducherry and other eminent guests, activists and environment enthusiasts at Anandha Inn hotel. 




of biodiversity environment conservation. For this 
award, ten recommendations were presented to the 
jury board of CMS Vatavaran, and three ambassadors 



The highlight of the film festival was the felicitation 
of 'Green Ambassadors' from Pondicherry. The Green 
Ambassadors award was instituted by CMS Vatavarn 
to felicitate individuals for their remarkable 



contribution and their commendable work in the field 



were chosen and awarded for their extensive work in bringing a change in the environment. 

The three ambassadors are Mr. S Govindan, Lecturer in Zoology, Maraimalar Adigalar Govt. Higher 
secondary school, for his commendable initiatives of tree plantation initiatives which has set a 
benchmark and inculcated in students the importance of tree planting. Mr. R Rajamanikam, scholar, 
for his personal zeal in working with students and young people and his remarkable contribution in 
spreading awareness about the environment, solid waste management, wetlands and migratory 
birds and their protection. 

Ms. C. Oviya, student, Stansford International Higher Secondary School who has been spreading the 
message of conservation through her paintings. Oviya was also awarded the National Child Award 
for Exceptional Achievement, 2012, for her outstanding artistic talent and has won many laurels in 
the field of art and painting. She is also an environmentally-conscious child artist, propagating the 
idea of environmental safety and protection against pollution through her paintings. 

The inauguration ceremony concluded with a vote of thanks from Ms. Sunaina Mandeen, 
PondyCAN who is also the organising partner of Puducherry - Auroville CMS Vatavaran 2014. 
PondyCAN has been taking various initiatives and working extensively in the field of biodiversity and 
environment. A short documentary, "Turtles in my soup", was screened as the opening film of the 
festival. The documentary by Kalpana Subramanian highlights the growing illegal trade of fresh 
water turtles in India. 

The six day film festival promises a journey into the diverse geographical realms of our planet 
through the lens of some of the finest environment and wildlife filmmakers. Apart from the 
screenings organised for students in their schools, three public venues have also been chosen; La 
Plancha restaurant, Sri Aurobindo Auditorium and Artika Cafe Gallery. 

Events during the film festival: 

Environment And Wildlife Films @ Pondicherry University 
Environmental And Wildlife Films @ Auroville 
Filmmaking Workshop 



Climate Change And Human Wildlife Interaction 



Environment and Wildlife Films @ La Plancha 
The Last Lions 

Environment and Wildlife Films DrAmbedkar Govt. College 
Nature Trail 

Environment and Wildlife Films @ Artika gallery 
Green Run 

Beach cleaning and slogan writing competition 
The Flight- Saransh Sugandh 



30 Ghosts - Andrew Telling 



Point Calimere, Little Kingdom by the Coast - Shekar Dattatri 
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Pondicherry Heritage Buildings To Be 
Restored 
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Shreyo Gi — the roads are supposed to be 
restored along with clearance of drainage 
before the monsoon... 

Fare charts to be displayed by auto 
rickshaw drivers 

1 comment • 1 0 months ago 

Shreyo G — i don't have the hope that auto- 
rickshaw drivers will obey these rules, for 
3.5kms they charge 1 20 - . . . 



Makar Sankranti / Pongal 
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Shreyo Gi — informative & crispy, (y) 



Combined protest of various tamil 
organisations 
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Shreyo Gi — to all the iyyakkams, that's a 
bad idea! 
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ABOUT ZOOM PONDY 

ZoomPondy.com is a portal dedicated to Pondicherry for it's residents, tourists and local businesses. 
Our official website provides the latest information, trending news and events happening in 
Pondicherry. Visitors can access sections like Events, Trending, Business Directory, Classifieds, Ask, 
Hotel Booking and Taxi Booking. 

ZoomPondy.com is an initiative that promotes Pondicherry in many ways, in turn capturing the 
essence of the city. 
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